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PUrpose

» Discuss Finnishi society’s encounter with
Moermoenism as one type ofi secioecultural
“other”

Material

» Finnish newspapers, 1840-1890

» Over 2000 mentions or reports on
Moermonism within the corpus

» Considering the small immediate influence
of the movement, 2000 Is a lot
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Mormon History up te 1890 (1/2)

» Church founded in 1830 by Joseph Smith

» Mainstream known as “The Church of Jesus
Christ ofi Latter-day Saints™

» Resembled Protestant Christianity at first,
acquiring distinct features over time
[he Book of Mormon
Gathering to a physical Zion
Plural marriage

» Joseph Smith killed in 1844
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Mormon History up to 1890 (2/2)

» Brigham Young led Mormons to Utah In
1846—1847

» A theocratic Kingdom of God established

» Power struggles between church and US
government, exemplified by plural marriage

» Profound changes in Mormonism ensued In
1890 through the gradual abandonment of
plural marriage



Encounters from Abroad (1/4)

» First mentions in the 1840s

» \Very critical articles in 1845 in Borga
f1aning, read particularly by clergy

» The movement was sometimes labeled
as a scam or a fraud



Encounters from Abroad (2/4)

» Polygamy as a central topic, considered ...
= ... reprehensible
= ... lllegal

» Seen as debasing of women

» Legal developments publicized

» Opposition to polygamy could also be
presented in a humorous vein



Encounters from Abroad (3/4)

» The doctrine of gathering to Zion
Converts were encouraged to emigrate

» Created resentment amoeng those staying
behind or witnessing the practice

» Accusations of white slavery.

» Shift of culprit fromi individual to institution

Regular emigrants seen as falling for delusions
about “greener grass” elsewhere

Moermon emigrants seen as deluded by their
church
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» Some reporting sought to provide balance
to negativity
» Mormons seen as hard workers

» The Mormon sense of industry and
perseverance

» Oppositional writings sometimes
recognized as fabrications and caricatures



Encounters at Home (1/2)

» Mormon missionaries from Sweden in 1875,
first to town of Vaasa

» Clergy took Interest in the new movement

» Lutheran pastor Johannes Back:

”... this injurious sect, of whom somebody has
sald that it I1s a distorted and horrid caricature
of all that /i,s___h.o.ly___._,,\l” (Wasabladet, 6 Dec 1876)

_______________

» General warnings about missionary activities



Encounters at Home (2/2)

» Missionary successes sometimes
mentioned

= Could be accompanied by lamenting attitude
» Trial of gardener Johan Blom in Ekenas
widely publicized in late 1883

» Emigration to Utah:

" shaltnething be done to prevent unskilled
T and-ignorant people from becoming victims to
[the Mormons]?” (Finiand, 20 Sep 1888)



Concluding Thoughts

» Certain aspects of Mormonismi could be
praisead

» \/ery negative views were often expressed

» Mormoenism represented not just novel
peliefs about the divine; It espoused
practices that profeundly transformed family
relationships and peoples’ lives

» Comparative perspective would be beneficial
Similar treatment of Baptists and Methodists?
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Thank you!

e-mail: kim.ostman@abo.fi
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