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PurposePurpose

►►Discuss nineteenthDiscuss nineteenth--century Mormon century Mormon 
emigration, its background and contextemigration, its background and context

►►Present preliminary findings on Mormon Present preliminary findings on Mormon 
emigration from Finlandemigration from Finland

►►Give examples of the societal reaction to Give examples of the societal reaction to 
such emigrationsuch emigration
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Mormon Emigration in GeneralMormon Emigration in General

►►A religiously driven A religiously driven ””gathering of Israelgathering of Israel””
to a center place, Zionto a center place, Zion

►►The gathering place for European emigrants The gathering place for European emigrants 
first in Nauvoo, Illinois, in 1840, later first in Nauvoo, Illinois, in 1840, later 
around Salt Lake City, Utaharound Salt Lake City, Utah

►►Missionaries abroad harvested the crop and Missionaries abroad harvested the crop and 
sent it homesent it home

►►About 100,000 Mormons, mostly from About 100,000 Mormons, mostly from 
Europe, emigrated in the 19th centuryEurope, emigrated in the 19th century
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Mormon Emigration from FinlandMormon Emigration from Finland
►►Reasons for general emigration divided in Reasons for general emigration divided in 

pushing and pulling factorspushing and pulling factors
►►Mormons added religion to their mix of Mormons added religion to their mix of 

factorsfactors
►►A total of 14 Mormon emigrantsA total of 14 Mormon emigrants
►►Membership record as main primary sourceMembership record as main primary source
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NameName BirthBirth
Emigrated Emigrated 

(Age)(Age)
Place of Place of 

residenceresidence NotesNotes
Blom, Anna Linnea 1884 1886  (2) Pohja Child

Blom, Anna Margareta 1843 1886  (43) Pohja Housewife, Swedish

Blom, David William 1876 1886  (10) Pohja Child

Blom, Johan 1848 1886  (38) Pohja Gardener, Swedish

Blom, Johan Emil 1875 1886  (11) Pohja Child

Blom, John Gabriel 1881 1886  (5) Pohja Child
Degerlund, Eva 
Wilhelmina

1855 -
1860

1882  
(22-27) Turku

Moved to Sweden in 
1881

Johansdotter, Hedvig 1839 1888  (49) Porvoo Weaver
Lindroth, Alexandra 
Karolina 1865 ~1890  (25) Pohja / Turku Maid

Lindström, Emelie 1847 1888  (41) Sipoo / Helsinki Seamstress

Nordin, C. August ? 1887  (?) ? ?

Reutervall, Maria Amanda 1861 1886  (25) Naantali / Helsinki Maid

Ruth, Anna Carolina
1828 -
1830

1886  
(56-58) Sipoo Merchant's widow

Winqvist, Alexander 1848 1888  (40) Helsinki Carpenter

The IndividualsThe Individuals
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Practical Mormon Emigration IssuesPractical Mormon Emigration Issues

►►Scandinavian Mormons would assemble in Scandinavian Mormons would assemble in 
Copenhagen and usually continue to Copenhagen and usually continue to 
Liverpool, EnglandLiverpool, England

►►Large Mormon emigrant companies left Large Mormon emigrant companies left 
Europe on transatlantic sailing vessels or Europe on transatlantic sailing vessels or 
steamshipssteamships

►►A network of A network of ””travel agentstravel agents””

►►The journey was marked also by an active The journey was marked also by an active 
religious lifereligious life
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The Societal ReactionThe Societal Reaction

►►Emigration to America was viewed quite Emigration to America was viewed quite 
negatively in Finland in the late 1800snegatively in Finland in the late 1800s

►►Over time, attitudes become more Over time, attitudes become more 
understandingunderstanding

►►Emigration to Emigration to ””the land of the Mormonsthe land of the Mormons””
was often seen as lamentablewas often seen as lamentable

►►Some examples from contemporary Finnish Some examples from contemporary Finnish 
newspapersnewspapers
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Finlands AllmFinlands Allmäänna Tidning, 12.12.1854nna Tidning, 12.12.1854

Morgonbladet, 26.6.1874Morgonbladet, 26.6.1874

Hufvudstadsbladet, 20.6.1886Hufvudstadsbladet, 20.6.1886
Finland, 20.9.1888Finland, 20.9.1888

......
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Concluding ThoughtsConcluding Thoughts
►►The number of Mormon emigrants from The number of Mormon emigrants from 

Finland is low, and conclusions tentativeFinland is low, and conclusions tentative

►►Numerous questions necessitate probingNumerous questions necessitate probing
Where did the Mormons from Finland settle?Where did the Mormons from Finland settle?

Did they keep contact with other Finns in Utah Did they keep contact with other Finns in Utah 
and at home, or with other Utah Scandinavians?and at home, or with other Utah Scandinavians?

How did the end of spiritual exile affect their life How did the end of spiritual exile affect their life 
more generally?more generally?

►►A phenomenon that warrants further study A phenomenon that warrants further study 
as a subtype of emigration from Finlandas a subtype of emigration from Finland
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Thank you!Thank you!
ee--mail: mail: kim.ostman@abo.fikim.ostman@abo.fi

mailto:kim.ostman@abo.fi
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