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PUrpose

» Discuss nineteenth-century Mormon
emigration, Its background and context

» Present preliminary findings on Mormon
emigration from Finland

» Give examples of the societal reaction to
such emigration
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Moermon Emigration in: General

» A religioeusly driven “gathering of Israel”
to a center place, Zion

» The gathering place for European emigrants
first in Nauvoeo, lllineis, in 1840, later
around Salt Lake City, Utah

» Missionaries abroad harvested the crop and
sent it home

» About 100,000 Mormons, mostly from
Europe, emigrated in the 19th century.
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Mormon Emigration firom Finland

» Reasons fior general emigration divided 1n
pushing and pulling| factors

» Mormons added religion te their mix of
factors

» A total of 14 Mormon emigrants
» Membership record as main primary. source
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The Individuals

Emigrated Place of
Name Birth (Age) residence Notes
Blom, Anna Linnea 1884 1886 (2) Pohja Child
Blom, Anna Margareta 1843 1886 (43) Pohja Housewife, Swedish
Blom, David William 1876 1886 (10) Pohja Child
Blom, Johan 1848 1886 (38) Pohja Gardener, Swedish
Blom, Johan Emil 1875 1886 (11) Pohja Child
Blom, John Gabriel 1881 1886 (5) Pohja Child
Degerlund, Eva 1855 - 1882 Moved to Sweden in
Wilhelmina 1860 (22-27) Turku 1881
Johansdotter, Hedvig 1839 1888 (49) Porvoo Weaver
Lindroth, Alexandra
Karolina 1865 ~1890 (25) Pohja / Turku Maid
Lindstrom, Emelie 1847 1888 (41) Sipoo / Helsinki Seamstress
Nordin, C. August ? 1887 (?) ? ?
Reutervall, Maria Amanda 1861 1886 (25) Naantali / Helsinki | Maid
1828 - 1886
Ruth, Anna Carolina 1830 (56-58) Sipoo Merchant's widow
Winqvist, Alexander 1848 1888 (40) Helsinki Carpenter
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Practical Moermon Emigration Issues

» Scandinavian Mormons would assemble in
Copenhagen and usually continue to

LIverpool

, England

» Large Mermoen emigrant companies left

Europe on transatlantic sailing vessels or

steamshi

» A networ

0S

K of “travel agents”

» The journey was marked also by an active

religious

lite
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The Societal Reaction

» Emigration te America was viewed guite
negatively in Finland in the late 1800s

» Over time, attitudes become more
Understanding

» Emigration to “the land of the Mormons”
was often seen as lamentable

» Some examples from contemporary Finnish
NEewspapers
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Angfartyget ”Cimbria” har afgitt till
Hull med 200 mormoner frdn K&penhamn och
100 dito frdn Fredrikshamn. Ett stort antal af

dem utgbres al sm3 barn, som till f6ljd af for-
dldrarnes religiosa forvillelser invigasi en fram-
tid af lidanden och faror.

Einlands Allmanna Tidning, 12.12.1854

— Btwanbrande moermones. Frin
Rarlehomn flrifwes: Med dngaven , Stan-
Ma’ Gittommo fiftl. jonbdags mth'n frém
Stodfholm 153 mormoner, deraf 46 barn,
bwilfa ofwer Kopenhomn ffolo utmanbdra
till Utal.

Morgonbladet, 26.6.1874

gor nagon tid feban ofrefte harifran
hanblanbeenfan Juth till ,det forlofwa-
be landbet” med ben mormonpredbifant,
hoilfen bet jlutligen [ydatd 1 fitt arotal
langa bemobanbe att formd henne har:

tll,  Jde fa odfven fangit, ty qumman
egev ett nitt fapital, od) torde i anled:
ning diraf, atminftone tll en bdtjan,

wara  ¢n wilfommen qdjt 1 det ,,Bion”

bit Hon nu Degifit fig!
Hufvudstadsbladet, 20.6.1886

— Mormoner i Helsingfors.
Sedan pigon tid skall enligy hvad man
meddelar oss frén, som vi hafva allt
skl antaga, trovérdigt ball, en hirsta-
des boende svensk tryckeriarbetare vid
namn Nyberg arbeta for spridande af
mormonism, dess virre icke utan fram-
ghng,

I ghr afreste ndmligen hirifein med
dngaren Finland till Stockholm en tim-
merman Wingvist jemte tvd qvinnmor,
en sommerska frin denna stad och en
vitverska frdn Borgd trakten, for att
vidare forteitta resan till det forlofva-
de landet i fjerran vestern, Utah, och
der efter mormonsk sed sammanvigas
med sina bhda reskemrater. NMannen

S& berittar man oss,

Da de ohyggliga styggelserna i mor-
monernes lira och lefverne och det
elinde som i Utah vintar dem som
lockas dit pd senare tider si ofta at-
ropats, att de o] borde vara ndgon hem.

lighet mera, frigas om det &r med ve-
derl trande myndigheters goda minne
som mormonerne hir utligga sina sna-
ror. Skall intet giras for att hindra
okunnige och enfaldige menniskor frin
att falla offer f6r dem?

Finland, 20.9.1888
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Concluding Thoughts

» The number of Mermoen emigrants from
Finland Is low, and conclusions tentative

» NUmerous guestions necessitate probing
Where did the Mormons from Finland settle?

Did they keep contact with other Finns in Utah
and at home, or with other Utah Scandinavians?

How did the end of spiritual exile affect their life
more generally?

» A phenomenon that warrants further study
as a subtype ofi emigration from Finland
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Thank you!

e-mail: kina.ostman@abe.fi
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