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1. Societal Context

Finland was ai Russian Grand Duchy.
Two state churches
Evangelical Lutheran (98% of population)
Orthodox (small)

Anglo-American movements entered

during second' half of the nineteenth
Century

LLegislation made Mormonism illegal, and
the 1889 Dissenter Act didn't change that




2. Finnish Newspapers on Mormonism

Mentions of Mormonism in Finnish Newspapers, 1840-1830
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Johan Sten
(Bapt. 23.7.1876)

3. Proselytizing and its Results (1/4)

Anna Berg
(Bapt. 23.7.1876)

s

P P

5T

Sundsvall

Maria Berg
(Bapt. 14.1.1878)

Ulrica Soderman
(Bapt. 5.8.1877)

Johan Berg
(Bapt. 17.9.1875)

3!

Anders Henriksson
(Bapt. 27.12.1869)

Maria Henriksson
(Bapt. 27.12.1869)

Sophia Berg
(Bapt. 6.1.1875)

Lovisa Ahl
(Bapt. 4.10.1881)

Carl Anl
Provided lodging

Legend: P = Parent ->Child, S = Spouse, I-L = In-Laws.




Native Age at Local / Baptisms
Name country arrival Zion In Finland

Carl A. Sundstrém Sweden 29 L 14 Oct 1875 — Oct 1877
Johan I. Sundstrom Sweden 23 4 Oct 1875 — Oct 1876
Axel Tullgren Sweden 50 Nov 1876 — Apr 1878
Olof A.T. Forssell Sweden 33 Nov 1877 — Apr 1878
Truls A. Hallgren Sweden 43 Jun — Aug 1878
Per O. Pettersson Sweden 26 Sep 1879 — Sep 1880
Lars J. Karlsson Sweden 27 Jun — Sep 1880
David O.M. Ekenberg Sweden Oct 1880 — May 1881
m“--_
Anders P. Norell Sweden Oct 1881 — May 1882
Jul 1883 — Sep 1884
Oct — Dec 1884
March — May 1885
Oct — Nov 1885 (?)
Dec 1885 — Apr 1886
Jun — Sep 1886
Sep 1886 (?) — May 1887
Leonard D. Nyberg Sweden Jun 1887 — Oct 1888
m—-—
August J. Hoglund Sweden Jun 22 — Jul 11, 1895
Alonzo B. Irvine USA 21 Jun 1896

Lars F. Swalberg Sweden 38
Alexander S. Hedberg Sweden 24
Anders P. Renstrém Sweden 27
Erik G. Erikson Sweden 35
Carl J. Selin Sweden 25
Fredrik R. Sandberg Sweden 21
C. August Nordin Finland? ?
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Erick Gillén Sweden 43 Jun 1896

Carl A. Ahlquist Sweden 39 May 28-29 & Jun 6-20, 1897
S. Norman Lee USA 21 May 28-29 & Jun 6-20, 1897
Charles L. Anderson Jr. USA K10) May — Jul 1900




3. Proselytizing and its Results (3/4)

Number of Mormon Baptisms in Finland, 1876-1903

Table: “Finland Branch” Membership

Month
Feb. May August Nov.

Year

1875 0 0 0 2
1876 2 2 6 7
1877 7 12 17 12
1878 14 23 23 21
1879 21 21 21 24
1880 yZ yZ Ky | 21
1881 21 20 21 20
1882 24 25 26 K1)
1883 K1) Ky KX]
1884 24 24 26
1885 34 34 34
1886 40 39 39
1887 40 39 42
1888 42 42 38
1889 38 36 35

Baptisms

Mormon Excommunications in Finland, 1876-1903

Excommunications




3. Proselytizing and its Results (4/4)
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4, Reactions of Civil Authorities and Clergy (1/2)

Mormon literature confiscated in
southern Finland in 1884




4. Reactions of Civil Authorities and Clergy (2/2)

» Civil Authorities
Confiscation of literature
Threats of arrests

» Lutheran Clergy [,

picture

Interrupted preaching meetings removed]

Writings in hewspapers
civil authorities

Johannes Back




5. Concluding Thoughts

» Mormonism entered Finland together with
other new Anglo-American movements

» Not exceptional in resistance or number of
converts

» Similar to Iceland, different from Denmark,
Norway, and Sweden
Number of converts: 78
Number of missionaries: 25

» Keeping in touch with converts was difficult
=> “Forgotten Saints”
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