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PUrpose

» Analyze how nineteenth-century Lutheran
clergymen Finland reacted to the spread
of Mormoenismi in the country.

Background

» Mormon proselytizing in Einland limited,
19 missionaries during 1875-1889 made
under 100 converts

» Activity centered on the
Swedish-speaking coastal areas
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Three Case Studies

» hree Lutheran
dioceses during the
study period: Abo,
Borga and Kuopio

» Three places will be
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Case 1: Vasa (in Abo diocese)

» [he first missionaries were Swedish
natives and arrived In 1875/1876

» Forbidden multiple times firrom
preaching Mermonism

» Johannes Back most active member of
clergy: appeals to authoerities and
newspaper Wrtings
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Case 2: Sibbo (in Borga diocese)

A group: conversion te; Mormoenismi in: early
1878, briefly’ after the anrival off the Mermen
missienanes

Parish minister Eredrik W. Eredriksson:

“T'his mixture of absurdity: and perversion ofi all
religious ideals™
Eredrksson wirete RIS superiors and seught
10 Win back the converts 1n a firiendly.
manner
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young clergyman Fredrik Nauklér, though
present, did not actively press charges



Discussion

» Mormon activity was not simply dismissed by the
clergy
» Dealing withi the Issue:
Spiritual means?
Secular authorities?

» Some thought the clergy took teo
passive a role in dealing with the Mormons

» Worry concerning layman activity in the
parishes in general

» Dominant tradition encounters with new
movements take place all the time
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Thank you!

e-mail: kina.ostman@abe.fi
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