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PurposePurpose
►►Analyze how nineteenthAnalyze how nineteenth--century Lutheran century Lutheran 

clergymen Finland reacted to the spread clergymen Finland reacted to the spread 
of Mormonism in the countryof Mormonism in the country

BackgroundBackground
►►Mormon proselytizing in Finland limited, Mormon proselytizing in Finland limited, 

19 missionaries during 187519 missionaries during 1875--1889 made 1889 made 
under 100 convertsunder 100 converts

►►Activity centered on the Activity centered on the 
SwedishSwedish--speaking coastal areasspeaking coastal areas
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Three Case StudiesThree Case Studies

►►Three Lutheran Three Lutheran 
dioceses during the dioceses during the 
study period: study period: ÅÅbo, bo, 
BorgBorgåå and Kuopioand Kuopio

►►Three places will be Three places will be 
examined as cases:examined as cases:
1. Vasa (1. Vasa (ÅÅbo diocese)bo diocese)
2. Sibbo (Borg2. Sibbo (Borgåå diocese)diocese)
3. Pojo (3. Pojo (ÅÅbo diocese)bo diocese)

1

23
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Case 1: Vasa (in Case 1: Vasa (in ÅÅbo diocese)bo diocese)

►►The first missionaries were Swedish The first missionaries were Swedish 
natives and arrived in 1875/1876natives and arrived in 1875/1876

►►Forbidden multiple times from Forbidden multiple times from 
preaching Mormonismpreaching Mormonism

►►Johannes BJohannes Bääck most active member of ck most active member of 
clergy: appeals to authorities and clergy: appeals to authorities and 
newspaper writingsnewspaper writings
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Case 2: Sibbo (in BorgCase 2: Sibbo (in Borgåå diocese)diocese)

►►A group conversion to Mormonism in early A group conversion to Mormonism in early 
1878, briefly after the arrival of the Mormon 1878, briefly after the arrival of the Mormon 
missionariesmissionaries

►►Parish minister Fredrik W. Fredriksson: Parish minister Fredrik W. Fredriksson: 
””This mixture of absurdity and perversion of all This mixture of absurdity and perversion of all 
religious idealsreligious ideals””

►►Fredriksson wrote his superiors and sought Fredriksson wrote his superiors and sought 
to win back the converts in a friendly to win back the converts in a friendly 
mannermanner
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Case 3: Pojo (in Case 3: Pojo (in ÅÅbo diocese)bo diocese)

►►Mormon message propagated mostly by a Mormon message propagated mostly by a 
Swedish layman, not missionariesSwedish layman, not missionaries

►►Warning by local clergy after the baptism of Warning by local clergy after the baptism of 
two women in the summer of 1882two women in the summer of 1882

►►A court hearing took place, but the local A court hearing took place, but the local 
young clergyman Fredrik Nauklyoung clergyman Fredrik Naukléér, though r, though 
present, did not actively press chargespresent, did not actively press charges
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DiscussionDiscussion
►► Mormon activity was not simply dismissed by the Mormon activity was not simply dismissed by the 

clergyclergy
►► Dealing with the issue:Dealing with the issue:

Spiritual means?Spiritual means?
Secular authorities?Secular authorities?

►► Some thought the clergy took too Some thought the clergy took too 
passive a role in dealing with the Mormonspassive a role in dealing with the Mormons

►► Worry concerning layman activity in the Worry concerning layman activity in the 
parishes in generalparishes in general

►► Dominant tradition encounters with new Dominant tradition encounters with new 
movements take place all the timemovements take place all the time



8/8

Thank you!Thank you!
ee--mail: mail: kim.ostman@abo.fikim.ostman@abo.fi
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